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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on January 30, 2004 
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Commissionerfor Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Re: U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/443,712 for METHODS AND 
SYSTEMS FOR COMMUNICATING SIGNALING SYSTEM 7 (SS7) 
USER PART MESSAGES AMONG SS7 SIGNALING POINTS (SPs) 
AND INTERNET PROTOCOL (IP) NODES USING SIGNAL 
TRANSFER POINTS (STPs) 

Our File No. 1322/8 

Sir: 

Please find enclosed in connection with the subject U.S. patent application 
the following documents: 



1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 



Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (3 P a f^^^3E!V/ED 

Form PTO/SB/08A in duplicate; FEB 0 4 2004 

Copy of one (1 ) cited reference; and Technology Center 2600 

A return-receipt postcard to be returned to us with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office filing stamp thereon. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with 
the filing of this correspondence to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENKINS, WILSON & TAYLOR, P.A. 



GAH/sed 





Gregory^ Hunt 
Registrator! No. 41',085 
Customer No.: 25297 
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tel 919.493.8000 
fax 919.41 9.0383 
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United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
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Shaylor 1. 1 

Date of Signature / / P. I O 4r— 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: Sprague et al. Group Art Unit: 2697 

Serial No. : 09/443.712 Examiner: Lee, T. L. 

Filed: November 19, 1999 Docket No.: 1322/8 

Confirmation No.: 7620 

For: METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR COMMUNICATING SIGNALING SYSTEM 7 
(SS7) USER PART MESSAGES AMONG SS7 SIGNALING POINTS (SPs) AND 
INTERNET PROTOCOL (IP) NODES USING SIGNAL TRANSFER POINTS (STPs) 

************ 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATjON DISCLOSURE STATEM^ 

Commissioner for Patents RECEIVED 

P.O. Box 1450 FEB 0 4 2004 

A.exandria, VA 22313-1450 FEB 0 5 2004 ^ m 

Sir: TC 2600 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1i97, and 1.98, applicants' undersigned attorney 
brings to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the document listed on the 
attached form PTO/SB/08A. A copy of the reference as well as Form PTO/SB/08A is 
attached hereto. This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made or that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

This information is being submitted subsequent to the later of three months after the 
filing date of the present application or the mailing of the first Office Action on the merits, 
but before the mailing of a Final Action or the Notice of Allowance. Accordingly: 
x [XX] No $180 fee under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.1 7(p) is due as the undersigned 
\ hereby certifies: 



\ 



Serial. No. 09/443,712 

[ ] that each item of information contained in this statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement, or 

[XX] that to the knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this statement was known 
to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
[ ] The undersigned is unable to so certify, because submission of the present 
Information Disclosure Statement is after receipt by applicant of an Official 
Action on the merits, and thus the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge the fee of $1 80.00 to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 under 37 C.F.R. 
Section 1.1 7(p). 

In addition, the sentence beginning on line 14 of page of the Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement filed on November 19, 2003, should read as follows : 
Thus, based on the status reports listed above, Applicants were working on 
implementation details for providing SS7 over IP functionality in their STP at 
least as early as June 1 5, 1 998. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
references by returning a copy of the attached forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B with 
initials or other appropriate marks. Early passage of the subject application to issue is 
earnestly solicited. 
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Serial. No. 09/443,712 W ^ 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with the filing 
of this correspondence to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENKINS, WILSON & TAYLOR, P.A. 



Date: January 30. 2004 




1322/8 



GAH/sed 



Enclosures 
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
:he Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



istitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary ) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



0 9/443 ,71 2 



11/19/1999 



David M. Sprague 



2697 



Lee. T. L. 



V Sheet 



1 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



1322/8 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 (ifknown} 




Al 


us " 6,678,242 Bl 


01/13/2004 


Simon 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCL 


IMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code ^"Number ^Kind Code 5 (if known) 









































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



